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an English offer of assistance. These had never been made,
and, as he had said, the eventuality of a war between
Germany and France had never even been discussed on the
English side,175
In view of the seriousness with which the British Gov-
ernment viewed the Morocco Crisis in the early summer
of 1905, it is difficult to believe this last statement of
Sanderson that "the eventuality of a war between Germany
and France had never even been discussed on the English
side." Probably these sweeping denials were as correct in
letter, and as misleading in spirit, as the similar denials
made in Parliament later by Mr. Asquith and Sir Edward
Grey after the Grey-Cambon exchange of notes in 1912.
On December 11, 1905; Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.
formed a Cabinet, in which Sir Edward Grey replaced Lord
Lansdowne at the Foreign Office.176 Viscount Grey tells us
in his engaging and charmingly written retrospect,177 no
doubt with perfect sincerity, that he accepted the post with
reluctance. It brought no joy to him or to his wife, for it
meant exile from his home in the country, from his fishing,
from his walks in the woods. Perhaps his reluctance may
unconsciously have been in part owing to his lack of ex-
perience, his inability to speak any foreign language, and
also to a sense of inadequacy for the exacting work of the
Foreign Office. Perhaps also, in composing his memoirs,
his realization of the failure of his long and sincere efforts
to preserve the peace of Europe may have led him uncon-
sciously in later years to exaggerate the reluctance with
which he took office in 1905. But, as he tells us, he could
not justify to his constituents or to his friends a refusal to
take up the work. He seemed as well qualified as any one
in the Liberal Party.
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